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Every new generation of children is 
enthralled by famous stories in our Well- 
loved Tales series. Younger ones love to 
have the story read to them. Older children 
will enjoy the exciting stories in an easy-to- 
read text. 
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The 
Tinder Box 





retold for easy reading 
by JOAN CAMERON 


illustrated by ANNABEL SPENCELEY 


Ladybird Books Loughborough 


One sunny day, a soldier marched 
along the road. He had a sword at 
his side and a knapsack on his 
back, for he was coming home 


from the wars. 


On the way he met an ugly old 


witch. 








"Soldier, would you like a lot of 


money?" called the witch 


"very much," said the soldier. 


"What would I have to do?" 
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The witch pointed to a big tree. 


‘That tree is hollow,’’ she said. 
*“*} want you to climb down inside. 
I’ll tie a rope round your body, 
and pull you up when you call. 
Then you'll be rich.” 


The soldier looked puzzled 

"But how? he asked. 

"You will find three rooms down 
there," the witch told him."There 
is a fierce dog with eyes as big as 


tea cup in the first. he sits on a 





chest of copper coins. Don't worry 
about him. Spread my blue- 
checked apron on the floor,and 
lift him on to it. Then you may 


take as many coins as you wish." 








"The second room holds a chest of 
silver coins," the witch went on. 
"Another dog , with eyes as big as 
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mill wheels, sits there . Don't 
worry. Put him on my apron, and 
take as many silver coins as you 
wish." 

She gave a wicked chackle. 

"Of course,if you'd rather have 
gold,there 1s a chest of it the 
third room,"she cackled."The 
dog that sits on the top of it has eyes 
as big as round towers.Don't be 
afraid.Put him on my apron,and 
he won't hurt you.take as much 
as you want." 
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box my grandmother left down 


there. 


"You shall have it!" cried the 


soldier. 
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"What do you want for yourself?" 


asked the soldier. 
"Not a single shilling!" the witch 
said. "All 1 want ts the old tinder 


a 
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The witch tied a rope firmly round 


the soldier’s body. Tucking her 
apron into his pocket, he climbed 


down inside the hollow tree. It 


seemed a long way down.At last 
his feet touched the bottom.Three 


doors lay before him. 








Opening the first door, the soldier 
Looked inside.Just as the witch had 
siad, a dog with eyes as big as tea 
cups sat on top of an old chest.He 
looked very fierce. 


"You're a fine fellow,"said the 
soldier, bravely. 


He put the dog on the witch's 


apron. The chest was full of copper 
coins. The soldier filled his pockets 


with them, then put the dog back 
on top of the chest. 
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In the second room anott 





her dog, 
with eyes as large as mill wheels, 
sat on a chest of silver coins. 

As before,the soldier lifted the dog 


on to the witch's apron, and 








opened the chest. It was full of 


silver coins. When he saw them, 
the soldier threw away the copper 
coins. He filled his pockets with 
silver instead. Then he put the dog 
back. 
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The fiercest dog of all was in the 
third room. His eyes were as big as 
round towers, and he sat on a huge 
chest. The soldier needed all his 

courage to lift him on to the 


witch's apron. Then he looked 


inside the chest. 





There were sO many gold coins that 
the soldier gasped. He threw away 
the silver. He filled his pockets, his 
knapsack, and even his cap with 
gold! Only then did he put the dog 


back on the chest. 
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Now the soldier had a plenty of 
money. 
As he left the third room, he 


remembered the witch’s tinder box. 
He put that inside his tunic, along 


with her blue-checked apron. 
‘Pull me up!”’ he called up to the 


witch. 
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She pulled on the rope, and soon 
the soldier was standing on the 
road once more. 
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“Where is the tinder box?’’ 
screeched the witch." Give it to 


me!’’ 


The soldier shook his head. ‘‘ First 


of all, tell me why you want it,”’ he 


said. 24 


«yt won'’t!’’ the witch screamed, 


“Give it to me at once!” 


‘“No,’’ said the soldier, and he 


killed her with his sword. 
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very best inn. He ordered the best 
food, and bought new clothes. 
Soon he became a fine gentleman, 
and had lots of friends. 





The soldier's friends told him 
about a beautiful princess. 
"Can | see her?" ask the 
soldier. 


His friends all shook their hands. 

"No one ever see her," they said. 

"It was foretold that she would 

marry a common soldier. The king 
and the queen wouldn't like that. They 
keep her locked away in a great 
castle." 

"T'd love to see her," thought the 
soldier. "Perhaps one day I will." 
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Time passed happily. The soldier 
enjoyed being rich and having lots 
of friends. But he spent his money 
so quickly that it was soon almost 
all gone. He had to leave the inn 


and live in a dark little attic. None 
of his friends came to see him. 


One cold, dark night, he didn’t 
even have a candle to light his 
room. Then he remembered the 


tinder box. He had seen a small 


piece of candle inside. 
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He brought out the binder box. As 
soon as he struck a spark from the 
flint, the door of his room flew 
open. In came the first dog he’d 


met, down inside the hollow tree. 


‘“‘What are your commands, 


lord?’’ the dog asked. 





_ "Bring me some money!" cried the 
_ soldier. 

ch a flash , the dog vanished. he 

_ returned with a bag of copper coins 
- in his mouth. 





The soldier soon found out what a 
wonderful tinder box this was. If 
he struck the flint once, the dog 
from the chest copper coins 
appeared. twice, and in came the 
dog from the chest of silver. three 





times, and in ran the dog from the 
chest of gold. All three would do 


anything he wanted. 
“Make me rich again!” he cried. 


He moved back into the inn, 


ordered the best food once more, 


and bought new clothes. 








Late one evening, the soldier sat 


thinking about the princess who 


was locked away in a castle. 


‘I'd love to see her,’’ he thought. 


picking up the tinder box, he 


struck the flint. In came the first 


doe. 


he 


| know it’s very late,’’ the soldier 


said. ‘‘But I would like to see the 


princess, just for a moment.”’ 





At once, the dog was gone.Before 
the soldier could blink, the dog 


came back with the princess 
on his back. 





she was fast asleep, an she was so 
beautiful that the soldier kissed 
her. Then he told the dog to take 
her home. 











“This won’t do,’’ said the queen, 
firmly. 


She ordered a court lady to sit in 
the princess’s bedroom all night, to 
See if it really had been a dream. 
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Next night, the soldier again sent 


the dog for the princess. This time, 
the court lady followed. She 
watched the dog take the princess 
to the inn. With a piece of chalk, 
she made a big cross on the door. 
Next morning, the king’s men 
would find the place easily! 


But the dog was too clever for her. 
Seeing the cross, he too took a 
piece of chalk. Soon he had made 
crosses on doors all over the town. 
When the king’s men came, they 
had no idea where to begin looking 


for the soldier. 








The queen was clever,too.Next 
night she fixed a silken bag to the 
princess's back.It was full of 
flour,and had a tiny hole at the 


bottom. When the dog came for 
the princess, the flour trickled out 
through the hole. It left a trail to 
the soldier's door. The dog didn't 


even see it. 


In the morning, the king's men put 
the soldier in prison. 


"Tomorrow you'll hang," said the 


jailers. 
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All night the soldier sat in his dark 
cell, thinking. How could he 
escape? The dogs couldn’t help, 
for the tinder box was at the inn! 
He had nothing in his pockets but 


a few silver coins. 


In the morning he looked sadly 
out through the window. 
A shoemaker’s boy was hurrying 








“Stop!’? cried the soldier. He held 


out the coins from his pocket. 
‘Fetch my tinder box from the 


inn, and you shall have these silver 


coins.”” 
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The shoemaker’s boy had never 
seen so much money. In no time at 
all, he had brought the soldier his 
precious tinder box. 


Just then, the jailers hustled him 
out to be hanged. All the people 





were there, and the king and 
queen. The soldier struck the flint 
of the tinder box, one, two, three 
times. At once, all three dogs 


appeared. 


The dogs were so fierce that the 
king’s men bolted. The dogs seized 
the king and queen and ran away 
with them. They were never seen 
again. The people cheered the 


soldier. 


“Marry our princess,’’ they cried. 





‘Then you shall be our king and 
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And so the soldier married the 
princess, Which pleased her very 
much. Their wedding lasted a 
week, and the three dogs were the 


most important guests at the feast. 
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List of titles in the 
Ladybird Series 606D 
(Well-loved Tales) 
Graded in order of 
reading difficulty. 


Grade 1 
The Elves and the 
Shoemaker 


The Three Little Pigs 

The Gingerbread Boy 

The Little Red Hen 

The Princess and the Pea 
The Sly Fox and the 
Little Red Hen 

The Three Billy-goats Gruff 
Chicken Licken 

The Enormous Turnip 


Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears 


The Magic Porridge Pot 
The Big Pancake 


The Old Woman and 
her Pig 


The Ugly Duckling 


The Emperor’s New 
Clothes 


Thumbelina 


Town Mouse and 
Country Mouse 


The Tinder-box 





















Grade 2 

Sleeping Beauty 

Dick Whittington 

and his Cat 

Puss in Boots 
Rumpelstiltskin 
Rapunzel 

The Wolf and the Seven 
Little Kids 

Little Red Riding Hood 
The Musicians of Bremen 
Pinocchio 

The Golden Goose 
Hansel and Gretel 

The Goose Girl 

Brave Little Tailor 


Grade 3 { 
Cinderella 

Jack and the Beanstalk 
Beauty and the | 







The Little bint 
The Sorcerer's Appr 
The Snow Queen 
The Wizard of Oz — 








Ladybird titles cover a wide range of subjects and 
reading ages. Write for a free illustrated list from 
the publishers: LADYBIRD BOOKS LTD 


Loughborough Leicestershire England | | | ||| 


Printed in England 
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